BEAUJOLAIS 2009

Forget all you know about Beaujolais Nouveau. In this stellar vintage,
CHRISTELLE GUIBERT finds the crus wines are worth serious attention

olling  hills,
COUntTy
villages and the snowcapped
Alps on the horizon... Why
15 the picturesque region of Beaujolais so
overlooked? And its wine so underrated?
Beamaolais Mouvead may have a bit to do
this unfashionable marketing
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spectacle has damaged the region’s image,
B T a5 much more to offcr in
its 10 crus; which reflect the hearr and
soul of its terroir

In a great vintage, crus Deaujolals are a
real bangun — and 2009 was such a year,
blessed with ideal weather: moderate
heat, sufficient ain and cool mtervals,
resulting 1 & uniform harvest, healthy
grapes and perfect maturation, The wines
are exceptional; produocers haven’s scen a
vintage like this in decades.

Isabelle Legeron MW and | tasred ous
way through 144 wines over several days

it the region, and we were overwhelmed
by the punty of fuit, seeucture, richness
and freshness of the wines,

We found
winemaking: the madictopal Burgundian
style; and the clissic carbonie maceration
method where whole, vncrashed Gamay
grapes are fermented i a sealed tank
filled wiath carbon diexide, This latter

results n
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rechnique wines
bubblegum and banana, which masks the
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Burwhen made hike Bursundy, Gamay
can age and taste like a fine Pinot Mo,
with wild red fuir, cuffle and pamey
characters. T was |Lh'k.‘:.' L:l]i:lugh to share a
1962 Morgon wich the producer Jean—
Marc Burgaud. The wine was very much
abive and sall had amazmg freshness.

Below: the crus Beaujolais of 2009 are
as spectacular as the region’s scenery
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The winemaking techniques back n
the 1960s were very different, so ome
will tell if these 2009 will age as well, but
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Don’t rush to dnnk them = keep a fow
botdes in yoor cellar o age gracefully.
With Iuck, in 10 or 20 years® ame, they
will develop into something remarkable.
Cru Beawjolais is at its best cocl, but net
cold. Here's our pick of the best wines of
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Brouilly
The 10 Beaunjolas crus are located in the
morth of the region and Brouilly is the
furthest south —and also the largest. With
h !.:EI propoTion of E'r.]mrr in the =il
the wincs nvpically express buckes of red
ind have
mily wines have mditona
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